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REF PHNOM PENH 6586 

1. RE REQUEST REFTEL, HAMANO OF FIRST SOUTHEAST ASIA 
DIV OF FONOFF TOLD EMBOFF JULY 10 THAT REPORT HAD BREN 
RECEIVED FROM JAPANESE AMBASSADOR IN PHNOM PENH RECOM- 
MENDING THAT JAPAN SUPPLY AT LEAST 5000 TONS OF RICE 

TO KHMER IN AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER. ACCORDING TO HAMANO, 
NECESSARY FUNDS FOR RICE ASSISTANCE HAVE BEEN SECURED. 

GOJ HAD INITIALLY CONSIDERED SUPPLYING THAI RICE; 

HOWEVER, HAMANO SAID RECENT ACTION BY THAI GOVERNMENT 
TO PROHIBIT RICE EXPORTS MADE THAI RICE DOUBTFUL 
PROSPECT. FONOFF HOWEVER HAD BEEN ABLE TO FIND 5000 TONS 
OF JAPANESE RICE FOR DELIVERY IN AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER. 

HAMANO NOTED THAT AMB SUGIURA IN PHNOM PENH HAD NOT YET 
BEEN OFFICIALLY INFORMED OF GOJ DECISION. 

2. HAMANO WOULD NOT SPECULATE ON WHETHER ANY FURTHER RICE 
AID MIGHT BE FORTHCOMING. WOULD ONLY SAY IT DEPENDED ON 
RICE SITUATION IN KHMER. 
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